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~ Crossing. Road, the prcturesque iron bridge over the Nor
~_tions in Villa Park and the Ovaltine Building. Some of th
fglory days also surv1ve in museums around the country, S

between Elgm and Aurora. He pointed out p0551b1e linkages Wlth the various branches of the Pr‘a' ie
~_ Path to form a reglonal trail network. In the small world department the crowd was dehghted to
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‘aANNUALMEEnNG .

c  As the Pralrle Path celebrated its flfteenth annive jy, the three speakers at th a

~_meeting on November 1 at the Morton Arboretumn looked back into the past and ahead to .

_ Steve Hyett, president of the Chlcago, Aurora and Elgm Historical Society, treated the fascmated
_audience to a slide show trip on the electric interurban from Chicago to Elgin, Geneva, Batavra, and .

_ Aurora on the Fox River with stops at towns and points of interest along the way. His rare plctures,
some dating back to the streetcar era at the turn of the. Century, included scenes of burldmgs and
structures along the railroad. A few of these still exist today, such as the Ingalton Station at Prmce .
‘estern Rallroad in Wheaton, the two sta-
loved old railroad cars, shown m thelr .
e’,rep’orted,, . - .

Phlllp B Elfstrom, Chalrman of the Kane County Bo y who was maklng hrs thrrd appearance - .
_ at out annual meetmg, drew applause for hlS descrlptlon,o the excmng new trails in the Fox Valley

learn that Mr. Elfstrom 's father had been for many years general manager of the CA and E Ra'l oad:

;Jewell Road and County Farm Road and on the Batav1a~5pur in Kane County, cleanups, prarr'

" {the Hﬂl Avenue embankment cut, the Wheaton ramp prOJect, the sprmg bl[‘d hlke, and hlkes t

‘formed to conszder the feambrhty of convertmg the old iron brrdge in Wheaton for use by h1 e

“*:"‘gand equestrlans. Three more brldges would have to be burlt over the c1ty streets to the north

}hese delectable goodles and many
< 'ok" says Nanc
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- SCREAMING succass -

c On the clear, cool mght of October 27 two hundred terrlfled chlldren and parents saw the k
legendary Lake Ellyn Monster during the Spook Walk on the Prairie Path in Glen Ellyn. This dlabollcalf
_ Creature, which has the ability to change its shape in an instant, appeared in many different gu1ses, ‘
each more horrlble than the last. The beast's favorite lair is the section of Path between Mont-
_ clair and Taylor, according to board member Dick Diebold, who first spotted the fearsome phantom
~ and alerted the village. Dick believes that all of the Spook Walkers survived their harrowmg Jour-
ney and that many may even dare to search for the monster again next year.

- NEW TRAILS AT ST JAMES FARM

In November the Pralrle Path completed the long awalted surfacmg of one mile of trall in
_the area of St. James Farm between Madison Street and Winfield Road. David Harvel, owner of
~ the Pete Nelson Truckmg Company, South Elgm, was the contractor and did an excellent )ob On
 four unusually fine late fall days, 761 tons of 3-inch crushed limestone were laid to forman
__eight-foot- wide base; this was topped with 606 tons of limestone screenings approximately : six
_ feet wide. A power shovel-tractor with grader blade compacted the crushed rock after the 31x-,_ .
wheeler trucks tallgated it; and a Layton box asphalt spreader, modlfled for six feet, was used to
~lay the screenings unlformly on top. The job cost $14,088, which was more than covered by a
- recent donatlon to the Path from Edward Hexl of E and E Haulmg ‘ - ~

. This major constructlon prOJect of l981 would not have been possrble w1thout the generous _
~ cooperation of Brooks McCormick, owner of St. James Farm, who has allowed the Path to use a

_ strip along the edge « of his property since the Path's earllest days. The Illmoxs Department of :
- ,Transportatlon also supported the effort by giving permission to develop our trail on the ZOOO-foot’“ -
‘flong sectlon of Buttert’leld Road rlght of way between the underpass and Wlnfleld Road "

Specral thanks go to Austln Boosted, presrdent of the Warrenv1lle Horse and Pony Club a

to the hard- ~working members of the club who }omed Prairie Path board members and friends i ]
rtmg two tralls through the woods, one for equestnans and the other for blcycllsts and hlkers. We

he mtersectlon of Wesley and We 'ern, isa monument
, volunteers. This first day's work on September 26 '
cutting trees and clearing brush, was done stead downpour by watersoaked Path members an
equally soggy ‘members of the Indlan Hill Bic . We mean it when we say Pralrle Path a
_ tivities take place rain or shine! The weather 1mproved greatly the followmg weekend, and the
~ramping was finished. Surfaclng with crushed rock and limestone screenings will be done in the
~ spring. Other agencies partrcrpatmg in this. cooperatlve effort include the DuPage County nghw )
‘_‘f‘Department ‘which made the BRIDGE OUT warmng signs; the City of Wheaton Public Works De-
_ partment, ‘which mstalled the signs, hauled away the brush and debrls and added a DEAD END srgn .
__ atthe brtdge abutment and Commonwealth Edlson Company, :Wthh moved a hazardous guy w1re
wayfrom the ramp , . . r . .

',to the stubborn determmatlonof Prairlei;Pa

-BATAVIA SPUR SURFACED N KANE COUNTY .

The Batavxa; “pur of ‘he Pralrle 'P n; K ne County has been surfaced w1th hmestone screen
_ings for bicycling a distance of four and a ,halfimlles from the Kane County line south of Butterfleld :
oad to the Fox Rlver. The Kan County Forest Preserve Dlstrlct dld the work thlS fall at a total




Bt

cost of $156 OOO Wthh 1nc1uded a wooden brldge, handsome wood 31gn posts, and culverts where
needed. Of that amount $72 000 was a snowmoblle grant from the Illinois Department of Conser-
vation. Therefore, snowmoblles will be allowed to use the Batavia Spur in Kane County in the
winter when snow cover is adequate, but other types of motor vehicles will be prohlblted at all
_times. Phlhp Elfstrom, who is also a member of the Kane County Forest Preserve. Comm1551on, ex-
riplamed at the Pralme Path Annual Meetmg that a separate trall for horses w111 soon be added

- "OTHER PATH IMPROVEMENTS

Elmhurst has surfaced the secnon between Poplar and ihe Cook County lme

r Vllla Park has cut down the curbs at Harvard and .

k Westmore o the East Branch of th
mostmtersectlons and new Pralrle Pa

Lombard has resurfaced 1ts ennre sectron of Path fro
- DuPage River. New crosswalk hnes have been pamted
- 51gns mstalled ~ ~

Glen Ellyn has resurfaced the umncorporated area between

: 111 Avenue and Whlttler .

The Pralrle Path w1th funds donated by Jean ‘\Aoormg, has resurfaced the steep slopeso
. 'both sides of Taylor Avenue in Glen Ellyn. Thxs 13 a demonstranon pro;ect to show that a crow
. ,surface wﬂl mlmmlze erosmn even on a hﬂl r

, The DuPage County I—hghway Departmentf' :s resu‘ fa __da ZOOO foot sectlon east ~Q
- ;“Farm Road with a mixture of crushed rock and hmest . screeni ‘
dressmg of screenmgs m the sprmg ~



